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Dandavat-Class of Men 

His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

This hearing process is very, very important. But 
people are not interested in hearing. They are sim- 
ply busy in other duties. My Guru Maharaja used to 
describe those who were not interested in hearing 
as " dandavat-class of men", meaning those who 
only know how to offer dandavats, obeisances. 
Anyone who would come to him, he would see 
whether he is a dandavat-class of man or a hearing- 
class of man. Dandavats are nice, but if one does 
not develop an interest in hearing, sravanam, then 
he is not making very much progress. Because I was 
a little interested in hearing, my Guru Maharaja ac- 
cepted me as his disciple. He marked, "This boy is 
interested in hearing. He does not go away." Actu- 
ally, I could not understand what he was speaking 
in the beginning, but still I was very interested to 
hear him — out of curiosity or something like that. 

So hearing is a very important thing. When Sri Chai- 
tanya Mahaprabhu was talking with Sri Ramananda 
Ray on various subject matters, Ramananda Ray pre- 
sented so many proposals: varndsrama-tydga, giving up 
varnasrama; jndna, the process of cultivating empirical 
knowledge; and jndna-misra-bhakti, bhakti mixed 
with empirical knowledge — and Krishna Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu rejected all of them. He said, eho bdhya, 
age kaha dra — "This is external. Please go further." 
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His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Then Ramananda Ray quoted a verse that was spoken 
by Lord Brahma in Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.14.3): 

jnane praydsam udapdsya namanta eva 
jivanti san-mukharitdm bhavadlya-vdrtdm 

sthdne sthitdh sruti-gatdm tanu-vdn-manobhir 
ye prdyaso 'jitajito c py asi tais tri-lokydm 

Immediately Chaitanya Mahaprabhu accepted it, 
and said, eho hay a, "This is nice. This is nice." What 
is the meaning? sthdne sthitdh sruti-gatdm tanu-vdn- 
manobhih — "You remain in your position." It doesn't 
matter what you are. You may be Indian, you may be 
American, you may be European, you may be a brah- 
min, you may be a sudra, you may be an engineer, you 
may be a doctor, you may be a fool, you may be a rascal. 
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Whatever it may be, it doesn't matter. Sthdne sthitdh — 
don't be disturbed. Don't try to change your position. 
But jndne praydsam udapdsya namanta eva — don't 
speculate, "God is like this, God is like that." Give up 
this habit of mental speculation and become humble, 
namra. Jndne praydsam namanta. Namanta means 
namra, offering obeisances or surrendering. In a surren- 
dered, humble spirit, try to hear about the Supreme from 
realized souls — san-mukharitdm. This is the process. 
Don't hear from professional persons. If you meekly 
and humbly, without mentally speculating, hear from 
someone who is realized, then by this process only can 
one realize the Supreme Lord very easily. The Supreme 
Lord is called Ajita. No one can conquer him. But if one 
adopts this process of hearing from a realized soul in an 
attitude of humility, then he can conquer the ajita. He 
can understand the Lord. 
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— From a lecture on Snmad Bhagavatam. Vrindavan. 19 October 1972. 

Krishna's Brahmacari Life 

Part Two: Meeting Sandipani Muni 

Adapted from Srilajiva Gosw ami's 
Gopala-campu, part 2, chapter 8 

Part one of this story described Krishna and 
Balaram's decision to study under Sandipani 
Muni. Slipping away secretly so that no enemy 
would know that they were gone and attack 
Mathura in their absence, the brothers traveled 
incognito from Mathura to Avantipur. 

Wherever the dear son of Mother Yasoda, the dark 
cloudlike Krishna went, the hearts of all residents of 
the cities and forests melted. As the brothers walked 
along, they melted the hearts of both the people of 
the towns as well as the creatures of the forest. The 
ladies spoke amongst themselves: "Who is that crest 
jewel amongst ladies on whose lap this Syamakishore 
has grown up?" "Who is that fortunate lady that will 
attain this master of all arts as her paramour?" He was 
pleased to hear women speculate about him in this 
way, but [as a good brahmacari he plugged his ears, 
afraid of developing a desire for them. 

Now separated from their friends, the two boys went 
to the assembly of Sandipani Muni, who was blissful with 
all knowledge. The gathering there began to speculate 
about the two boys. "If these two are not equal to Kart- 
tikeya, capable of destroying all darkness, then they 
must be a dark monsoon cloud and an autumn 



white cloud. We could also compare them to the sun 
and the moon, but that comparison does not do them 
justice. One shines with black splendor and thus de- 
stroys the comparison completely." 

Wearing two pieces of silk cloth, kusa rings, sa- 
cred threads, grass belts made of murva, deer skin, 
and holding khadira staffs, Krishna and Balaram, 
endowed with auspicious natures, entered the as- 
sembly of the guru as true brahmdcans endowed 
with ksatriya aura. Krishna and Balaram entered into 
Sandipani Muni's ashram that was resplendent with 
thousands of brdhmanas, like the sun and moon 
entering the sky with Jupiter (guru) and all the stars. 

Seeing their symptoms of being kings, the members 
did not rise up. That seemed to be proper, because in 
front of great persons inferiors should not have elevated 
status. Although they did not offer respect with their 
bodies because of their position as brahmins, the warm 
beauty of the two boys melted their hearts. 
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Sri Sri Krishna Balaram 
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Filled with strong devotion, displaying power as 
they held firewood in their hands, and begging for 
knowledge, they impressed Sandipani. Introduc- 
ing themselves by their varna and gotra, calling 
themselves "the white and the black", they offered 
respects with devotion, saying: 

sriman mahdkulaja vipra-vatamsa-ratna 
vidyd-n idhe vih ita-va idika -dha r ma-ma rma 

ajndna-duhkha-vinivartaka dina-bandho 
trdyasva nau sva-caranam saranam prapannau 

Possessor of all opulence! Born of a great family! O 
crown jewel of brdhmanad Ocean of knowledge, 
endowed with the truth of Vedic dharma! We sur- 
render to your feet. Deliver us from suffering due 
to ignorance." (Text 25) 

Because they were incognito they did not offer 
gifts, but they did offer a variety of pure forest fruits 
brought from a distance. On being questioned by 
the guru, they replied in a disguised manner that 
they were the sons of a person of the Yadu dynasty 
famous as a gem ivasiA). 

Greeting them, Sandipani said, "Time for study 
is very rare. O dedicated students! I will keep you 
here for a long time to study." Sandipani continued, 
"Giving up your identity as ksatriyas, you must first 
learn how to beg with the brdhmana students." 

Accepting the two, and then temporarily sending 
them away, the guru then spoke to those present: 

snihyati sma mama cittam etayor 
darsandt tad anumiyate sphutam 

snigdham adhyavasati sva-janmand 
sneha-mdtra-bahir-antardv amu 

Seeing these boys, my heart develops affection (snig- 
dha). I can clearly conclude that since birth they have 
lived in a most affectionate environment, and thus 
internally and externally are full of affection. (Text 30) 

Though the white and the black one are filled 
with affection, my intelligence concludes that the 
white one is the root. Surpassing all the marks of 
greatness mentioned in the scriptures describing 
auspicious bodily features, the white and black are 
worthy of worship. The effulgence of the white one 
bewilders my intelligence. 
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Not Only for Arjuna 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Krishna is known as lild-purusottama — he manifests 
all varieties of Mas. He came 5,000 years ago in his own 
svarupa, his original form. At the end, in his kuruksetra- 
lild, he gave his message in the form of Bhagavad-gitd. 
He spoke it to Arjuna. Through Arjuna he gave this 
message to the whole of mankind. We should not think 
that he only gave it to Arjuna. We call this sdkhd-candra- 
nydya. "Nydya" means logic, "sdkhd" means branch 
of a tree, and "candra" means moon — the branch 
and the moon logic. The child cries, so what does the 
mother do? The mother says, "Do you see the moon 
there, the very effulgent silver plate? Do you want to 
have it?" Then the child says, "Yes, mother, where is it? 
Where is it?" "Don't you see it? It is in the sky." The full 
moon is very beautiful, but it cannot be seen because 
the branches of a tree are obstructing the vision. It is 
just at the opening of some branches, but the child can- 
not see it. "Where is it, where is it, where is it, mother?" 
"Look at this tree. Do you see the big branch there?" She 
points out the tree's branch and thus shows the moon. 
This is the logic sdkhd-candra-nydya. By pointing out 
the tree's branch the mother shows the moon to the 
child. Similarly, by speaking to Arjuna, Krishna shows 
everything to mankind. 

— Excerpted from a lecture on Bg. 6.30. 1 June 1993. Baltimore USA. 

The Glories of 
Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 

SrT-caitanya-caritamrta Mahakavya 1.1-7 

The Sri Caitanya-caritamrta Mahakavya is a Sanskrit 
work describing the life of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. 
Although this book is generally accepted by Gaudiya 
Vaisnavas and is quoted by Srila A. C Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada in his purport to Cc. adi 10.135- 
136, there is some question as to its authorship. In his 
purport to Cc. adi 10.62, Srila Prabhupada states: 

According to expert opinion, Chaitanya Das was the 
author of the book Caitanya-carita (also known as 
Caitanya-caritamrta^ which was written in Sanskrit. 
The author was not Kavi Karnapur, as is generally 
supposed. This is the opinion of Srila Bhaktisid- 
dhanta Saraswati Thakur 

yah sri-vrnddvana-bhuvi purd sac-cid-dnanda-sdndro 
gaurdngibhih sadrsa-rucibhih sydma-dhdmd nanarta 

tdsdm sasvad drdhatarapanrambha-sambhedatah kim 
gaurdngah sanjayati sa navadvipam dlambamdnah 
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Glory to Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, who has come 
to the town of Nabadwip! His form is eternal and full of 
knowledge and bliss. He is dark Krishna, who danced 
with the fair gopts in Vrindavan forest, but his limbs have 
now become fair by tightly embracing them. 

yasydngamsri-madhurimaparindha-piyusa-sekair 
bhdsvac-cdmikara-jala-mayaihsdnta-nihsesa-tdpaih 

yasya srimatpadajalaruhdn mdkaranda-pravdhaih 
sdksdt praksdlitam iva jagac-chasvad dnamyatdm sah 

I offer my respectful obeisances to Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu, who with the showers of sweet nec- 
tar from the golden splendor of his limbs stops all 
sufferings — and who with streams of honey from 
his lotus feet, again and again washes this world. 

jdnu-puptam pmjTnara-bhup-dancfo^ 

dyota-sreni-patutara-maho-mandali-manditdngam 
dkarndntah-skhalita4alitdpdngamatyanta-rajyad- 

ganddbhogam mrgapati-satdkridamdnam bhajdmah 

We worship Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, whose 
long arms reach his knees, whose limbs are deco- 
rated by a great circle of light, whose playful glance 
almost touches his ears, whose cheeks are splendid, 
and who plays like a hundred lions. 

yasyasriman-nakhamani-sudhd-rasmi-ramyaprakdsais 
trailokydntar jatita-jadima-ksdlandyonmisadbhih 

svlya-premdmbudh i-laha ri-kdpu ra -pu vena bhuyo 
jddyam cakre tarn iha tad aho sevatdm jiva-lokah 
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Everyone should serve Sri Chaitanya Mahap- 
rabhu, who with the glorious nectar splendor of his 
jewel toenails washes away the sleepy ignorance 
of the three worlds, and with the flooding waves 
of his love cools the three worlds. 

sviyair lild-vilasita-rasaih pdda-sevd-vildsair 
lasyolldsair yad ayam akarot purnapurndm trilokim 

manye bhuyas tad iha karund saiva nityam navind 
bhuyo bhuyah pranamatutardm tarn imam jiva-lokah 

With the splendid nectar of his dancing feet, Sri 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu fills the three worlds. I think 
that nectar is his eternally new mercy. Everyone 
should worship that mercy again and again. 

yatra sriman-madhurimamayi kdntir esd jagdma 
vydhdrdntam guru-karunatd purnatdm dgatdsit 

vaidagdhiyam nikhila-subhagd hanta nirvdham dptd 
gaurdngasyapranama tad idam pdda-pdthoja-yugmam 

His splendor is supremely glorious and sweet. His 
great mercy is supremely perfect. His intelligence 
is glorious and perfect. Please bow down before 
Lord Gauranga's feet. 

citram tdvad-guna-jala-nidhes tasya lavanya-dhdmnor 
vaidagdhydder lavam api sudhir bhdsitum kah samarthah 

sviydm saktim dviguna-gunitdm ced vidhdyaisa vaktum 
saktah saktah svayam api nahi mla-gaurdnga-candrah 

What wise philosopher is able to describe even 
a tiny fragment of the wonder that is the ocean 
of Lord Gauranga's transcendental qualities, the 
splendor of his handsomeness, and his intelligence 
and other virtues? Doubling his own powers again 
and again, even Lord Gauranga-chandra himself 
cannot describe these things. 
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